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Never fail to watch the acting of those about you. Get at the cause of the effects. Avoid the faults, and profit by the good points of the actors before you, but never permit yourself to imitate them.
One suggestion I would make is to keep your eyes open for signs of character in the real life about you.    The most successful bit of business  I  had in  "Camille"  I  copied from a woman I saw in a Broadway car.    If a face impresses you, study it, try afterward to recall its expression.    Note how different people express their anger: some are redly, noisily angry; some are white and cold in their rage.    All these things will make precious material for you to draw upon some day, when you have a character to create; and you will not need to say, " Let me see, Miss  So-and-So would  stand like this, and speak very fast, or very slow/' etc.
You will do independent work, good work, and will never be quite satisfied with it, but will eagerly try again, for great artists are so